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A real life situationé 

ÅNurse call: Dr XXX, your patient is ready at the 
operation theatre on the table. Your assistants have 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǎΧ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΗΗΗ 
 

ÅThe Surgeon (in his mind): Where is my junior?! 



Informed Consent  

ÅInformed consent ( ) is a process for getting 
permission before conducting a healthcare 
intervention on a person  
 
ÅThe informed consent process has become a staple 

both ethically and legally of surgical practice, 
disclosing all information: 
ïNatural course of the disease without therapy 
ïDifferent therapies available 
ïReasoned recommendation of which to choose 
ïExpected outcome citing data from the attending surgeon 
ïPossible complications 

Jones JW et al J Vas Surg 2015; 62(2):510-11 



Informed consent in the Ancient 

time  

ÅIn Laws by Plato 

ïFree born doctor should 
gather information from 
patient and friends about 
the illness 

ïHe informed the patient 
about nature of his illness 

ïDid not give him any 
prescription until he had 
ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ 

Dalla-Vorgia et al. Journal of Medical Ethics 2001; 27:59-61 



Informed consent in the Ancient 

time  

ÅAlexander the great in 326 
BC 

ïSeriously injuried during seige 
of Mallians in India  

ïCritobulus (skilled physician) 
finally operated on Alexander 
with much reservation & 
being terrified for prospect of 
failure 

ïAlexander understood his 
hesitation and encouraged 
him 

Dalla-Vorgia et al. Journal of Medical Ethics 2001; 27:59-61 

No one wishes to operate and bare 
the responsibility! 



M / 62 yrs  with Esophageal Cancer  

ÅPainless progressive dysphagia for 2 months 

ÅOGD ς Ulcerative tumor from 25-30cm 

ÅBiopsy 

ïSquamous esophageal carcinoma 

ÅPET CT  

ïNo distant metastasis 

ïPeriesophageal lymph nodes 



Squamous cancer of  esophagus  

Treatment options  

ÅSurgery: Esophagectomy 
ïTransthoracic 

ïTranshiatal 

ïMinimal Invasive Esophagectomy 

ïRobotic assisted Minimally Invasive 
Esophagectomy 

ÅNeoadjuvant Chemoradiotherapy 

 

ÅPrimary (Definitive) 
Chemoradiotherapy 

 



Current practice of  informed 

consent at Department of  

Surgery, The Chinese 

University of  Hong Kong  


