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Abstract
If healthcare professionals were to assist their patients to die, then the patients involved would need
to give informed consent to actions that ended their life. One challenge to both physician assisted
suicide and voluntary euthanasia is that patients cannot in fact provide such consent – either because
they cannot be sufficiently well informed to give informed consent in this case, or because they
would not voluntarily consent if they are competent. On this basis, it is argued, both physician
assisted suicide and voluntary euthanasia are always morally wrong. In this paper I argue that the
debate over these points ignores a more fundamental issue – whether or not individuals have the
normative power to make acts aimed at causing death morally permissible. In turn, this issue depends
on an even more fundamental one, namely why it is wrong to cause death in the first place. The
paper ends by drawing out some of the implications for policy that stem from approaching the
question of consenting to your own death in this way.
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