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About Professor Thomas Scanlon:
Thomas M. Scanlon, Jr. is Alford Professor of Natural Religion, Moral Philosophy, and Civil Polity, emeritus, at
Harvard University. He received his B.A. from Princeton in 1962. After studying for a year at Oxford, he did graduate
work at Harvard, receiving his PhD in Philosophy in 1968. He taught at Princeton from 1966 until moving to Harvard
in 1984. Scanlon has written widely on topics in moral and political philosophy, including practical reason, the nature
of moral right and wrong, value, well-being, responsibility and blame, the obligation to keep a promise, freedom of
expression, tolerance, and the basis of equality. In addition to many articles, he has written ﬁve books: What We
Owe to Each Other; The Diﬃculty of Tolerance; Moral Dimensions: Permissibility, Meaning, Blame; Being Realistic
about Reasons; and, most recently, Why Does Inequality Matter?

About the Lecture:
Questions of responsibility arise in regard to health care in at least two ways. On one hand, it may be asked whether
a person’s claim to scarce medical resources can be undercut by the fact that his or her need for health care arises
from a voluntary decision to engage in behavior that is known to be risky, such as smoking or mountain climbing. On
the other hand, it seems that doctors’ duties to their patients are shaped in part by patients’ interest in taking
responsibility for their care, such as by making choices about what treatments to accept. It would seem that
questions of these two kinds should be answered within a consistent framework. The lecture will provide such a
framework, using the value of choice account of responsibility that I have developed in other work.
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