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Qualifications

ÅìĲШƖĲŉĲƖШƣŸШћEċƚƣĲƖŰќШ
ċŰĬШћìĲƚƣĲƖŰќШƣŸШ
indicate beliefs 
prominent in East Asia 
and the West 
ÅWe do not mean to 

suggest that all or only 
people in those 
regions hold the views 
in question
ÅOƖШƣőċƣШƣőĲǃШċƖĲШћƓƨƖĲќШ

or untouched by 
outside influences



The Ballad of East and 
West, Rudyard Kipling

ÅOh, East is East, and 
West is West, and never 
the twain shall meet,é

ÅBut there is neither East 
nor West, Border, nor 
Breed, nor Birth, 

ÅWhen two strong men 
stand face to face, though 
they come from the ends 
of the earth!



Standing 
together

ÅHistorically, geographically distant 
bioethicists had little contact and 
ћŰĲƻĲƖШƣőĲШƣƽċŔŰШƚőċũũШůĲĲƣќШ

ÅToday, bioethicists from faraway 
ƓũċĦĲƚШůŸƖĲШŸŉƣĲŰШƚƣċŰĬШћŉċĦĲ-to-ŉċĦĲќШ
in both virtual and in-person spaces



Globalization

Å]ũŸĤċũŔǍċƣŔŸŰЯШŸƖШљŔŰĦƖĲċƚĲĬШĦƖŸƚƚ-border flows of goods, services, 
ůŸŰĲǃЯШƓĲŸƓũĲЯШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЯШƣĲĦőŰŸũŸŊǃЯШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖĲњШ

ÅìĲШċƖĲЯШљůŸƖĲШƣŔŊőƣũǃШũŔŰťĲĬШƣőċŰШĲƻĲƖШĤĲŉŸƖĲЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШ
are more complex, more frequent, and more central to our lives and 
ŸƨƖШĲĦŸŰŸůŔĲƚЮњШ

Goldin & Mariathasan, 2014, The Butterfly Defect. Princeton



The COVID-19 
pandemic
ÅToday, with international flights 

common, someone waking up in 
Wuhan may find themself falling 
asleep in London

ÅBeyond pandemics, bioethicists are  
increasingly engaging with concerns 
affecting people everywhere (e.g., 
climate change, AI, gene editing, 
access to care for migrants and 
internally displaced persons)



Standing Apart

ÅìĲƚƣĲƖŰШĤŔŸĲƣőŔĦŔƚƣƚШċƖĲШљũŔťĲШ
the Christian missionaries 
вƣőċƣШƓƖĲĦĲĬĲĬШƣőĲůвŔŰƣĲŰƣШ
on bringing the gospel у the 
љŊŸŸĬШŰĲƽƚњШу to those in 
ƣőĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШƽŸƖũĬЮњШ(De 
Vries & Rott)

ÅWestern-style bioethics often 
ĤĲĦŸůĲƚШљċШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚШŸŉШ
integrating people around the 
ƽŸƖũĬШŔŰƣŸШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШƚŸĦŔĲƣǃЯњШ
emphasizing 
ћ ůĲƖŔĦċŰŔǍċƣŔŸŰќ and 
ћìĲƚƣĲƖŰŔǍċƣŔŸŰќШыBhakumi)

DeVries & Rott, 2011, Bioethics as Missionary Work, in Bioethics Around the Globe 

(Oxford); Bhakumi, 2022, Glocalization of Bioethics 



A consensus-building approach 
to global bioethics

ÅWhat is the current approach in global  bioethics and what 
concerns might it raise? 

ÅWhat might a broader, more inclusive approach look like? 

ÅLessons from li ( ) 



I. The current 
approach



Pratt & Devries, 
ΞΜΞΟЯШљìőĲƖĲШŔƚШ
knowledge from the 
]ũŸĤċũШÉŸƨƣőењ

ÅLeading institutions and 
scholars are situated in 
ƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬќƚШƓŸũŔƣŔĦċũũǃШ
and economically 
dominant countries 

ÅљůƨĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŸƖťШŔŰШ
global health ethics 
over the past four 
decades has drawn on 
theories, principles, 
values, concepts, and 
worldviews from the 
ŉƖŸůШƣőĲШŊũŸĤċũШ ŸƖƣőЮњ



Pierson et al., 2024, ñSurvey of 
U.S. bioethicistsò

ÅWhiter and more educated than the overall U.S. population

ÅMore liberal and less religious

ÅNearly 80% identify as white, compared with 64% of American adults do 
(Pierson et al.).



Jin P, Hakkarinen M, 2017. J Med Ethics 43

Top cited articles in bioethics journals: 1975-2014,

Jin & Hakkarinen

Authors from high-income 

countries produce a 

disproportionate share of the 

bioethics literature

Of 800 top-cited articles 

between 1975 and 2014, the 

majority (81.5%) came from the 

USA, UK, or Canada



Borry et al., BMC Medical Ethics 7

Countries 

with the 

most 

publications 

in 9 

journals: 

1990-2003, 

Borry et al.



Borry et al., BMC Medical Ethics 7

Countries 

with the 

most 

publications 

in 9 

journals: 

1990-2003, 

Borry et al.



International Bioethics 
Conferencing

ÅAt the 2022 World Congress of 
Bioethics, held in Basel, 
Switzerland, participation rates 
were 42% from high-income 
countries, 12% from middle-
income countries, and 4% from 
low-income countries 

Schmidt, 2024. Equity in Global Bioethics Scholarship and Practice, J Med Ethics



Bioethics is

Western

Educated

Industrialized

Rich

Democratic

WEIRD

Henrich, The WEIRDest People in the World

Farrar, Straus, Geroux



Values of WEIRD 
people
ÅљċШвШƣőŔŰЯШċŰĬШƖċƣőĲƖШƨŰƨƚƨċũЯШ
ƚũŔĦĲШŸŉШőƨůċŰŔƣǃв

ÅőŔŊőũǃШŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũŔƚƣŔĦЯвШŰŸŰ-
ĦŸŰŉŸƖůŔƚƣЯШѼШċŰċũǃƣŔĦċũвШìĲШ
[WEIRD people] focus on 
ŸƨƖƚĲũƻĲƚвŸƻĲƖШŸƨƖШ
relationships and social roles

ÅìĲШƚĲĲШŸƨƖƚĲũƻĲƚШċƚШƨŰŔƕƨĲШвШ
not as nodes in a social 
ŰĲƣƽŸƖťв

Åwhen acting, we prefer a sense 
of control and the feeling of 
ůċťŔŰŊШŸƨƖШŸƽŰШĦőŸŔĦĲƚњ

Henrich et al, Most people are not WEIRD, Nature; 

Henrich et al. The weirdest people in the world? Behav Brain Sci



ÅìEfÅ?ШƓĲŸƓũĲШċũƚŸШљƣĲŰĬШƣŸШ
look for universal categories 
вƣŸШŸƖŊċŰŔǍĲШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬв

Å tend to stick to impartial rules 
or principles while showing 
љũĲƚƚШŉċƻŸƖŔƣŔƚůШƣŸƽċƖĬШ

Åshow relatively less favoritism 
ƣŸƽċƖĬвŉƖŔĲŰĬƚЯШŉċůŔũŔĲƚЯШĦŸ-
ethnics, and local 
communities than other 
ƓŸƓƨũċƣŔŸŰƚШĬŸњШ



Fox & Swazey, 
ΝΦΥΠЯШљ~ĲĬŔĦċũШ
morality is not 
ĤŔŸĲƣőŔĦƚњ

ÅIn 1984, Fox & Swazey reported differences between 
America bioethics & Chinese medical morality 

Å9őŔŰĲƚĲШůĲĬŔĦċũШůŸƖċũŔƣǃШŔƚШљƖŸŸƣĲĬШŔŰШċШĦŸŰĦĲƓƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ
the individual in relation to statuses and roles, 
ĲŰůĲƚőĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШŰĲƣƽŸƖťШŸŉШőƨůċŰШƖĲũċƣŔŸŰƚőŔƓƚв

ÅEƻĲƖǃШŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũШљƚƣƖŔƻĲƚШƣŸШůĲĲƣШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤŔũŔƣŔĲƚвШĲƻĲƖШ
ůŸƖĲШƣŸƣċũũǃШċŰĬШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣũǃШŔŰƚƓŔƖĲĬШĤǃШвĲǂĲůƓũċƖƚЯШċŰĬШ
ŔŰШĦŸŰŉŸƖůŔƣǃШƽŔƣőШĦŸŰĦƖĲƣĲШƖƨũĲƚњ



Devries & Pratt, 2023, 
љ~ĲĬŔĦċũШůŸƖċũŔƣǃШŔƚШŰŸƣШ
ĤŔŸĲƣőŔĦƚњ

ÅDifference persist - there is an 
љĲƓŔƚƣĲůŔĦШőĲŊĲůŸŰǃШŸŉШ
Eurocentrism, which originated 
during the era of colonialization 
ċŰĬШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲƚШƣŸĬċǃЮњ

Å~ċŰŔŉĲƚƣШŔŰШљƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШ
works of a few European 
ƓőŔũŸƚŸƓőĲƖƚШċƚШћƨŰŔƻĲƖƚċũШƣƖƨƣőƚЯќњШ

ÅƽőŔĦőШũĲċĬƚШƣŸШљĬĲŰǃŔŰŊШƣőĲШ
possibility that these 
philosophical accounts were 
ƣőĲůƚĲũƻĲƚШũŸĦċƣĲĬШŔŰШвШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĦċũШ
ůŸůĲŰƣƚШċŰĬШũŔƻĲĬШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚЮњ



Beauchamp & Childress, 2022, 
љ9ŸůůŸŰШůŸƖċũŔƣǃШƓƖŔŰĦŔƓũĲƚШ
ŔŰШĤŔŸůĲĬŔĦċũШĲƣőŔĦƚњ

ÅThe 4 principles are 
љƨŰŔƻĲƖƚċũШŰŸƖůƚШ
shared by persons 
committed to 
morality, and describe 
ƣőĲůШċƚШљĤƖŸċĬШ
abstract and content-
ƣőŔŰњ



In response 
to Hong 
Kong 
ƚĦőŸũċƖƚв

Who stress that Confucian ethics differs 
from Western ethics, since it assumes 
duties and virtues related to  filial piety

7ШѼШ9ШƖĲƓũǃаШŉŔũŔċũШƓŔĲƣǃШŔƚШљĦĲƖƣċŔŰũǃШƽŔƣőŔŰШ
the bounds of principles derived from 
the common morality and in no way 
ĦŸŰƣƖċĬŔĦƣƚШƣőĲůњ



In response 
to Hong 
Kong 
ƚĦőŸũċƖƚв

Who said that Confucian ethics differs 
from Western ethics, since it assumes 
duties and virtues related to  filial piety

7ШѼШ9ШƖĲƓũǃаШŉŔũŔċũШƓŔĲƣǃШŔƚШљĦĲƖƣċŔŰũǃШƽŔƣőŔŰШ
the bounds of principles derived from 
the common morality and in no way 
ĦŸŰƣƖċĬŔĦƣƚШƣőĲůњ

This seems to suggest that the 4 
principles serve as the final arbiter



Universal Declaration 
on Human Rights and 
Bioethics

Aims љƣŸШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШċШƨŰŔƻĲƖƚċũШŉƖċůĲƽŸƖťШŸŉШ
ƓƖŔŰĦŔƓũĲƚШċŰĬШƓƖŸĦĲĬƨƖĲƚњШċŰĬШċŉŉŔƖůƚ

ÅџÑőĲЮŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣƚЮċŰĬЮƽĲũŉċƖĲЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũЮ
should have priority over the sole interest 
of science or society. 

ÅIn no case should a collective community 
agreement or the consent of a community 
leader or other authority substitute for an 
ŔŰĬŔƻŔĬƨċũѢƚЮŔŰŉŸƖůĲĬЮĦŸŰƚĲŰƣдѠ



Å ШљĤĲĬƖŸĦťШƓƖĲƚƨƓƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰњШ
of the Declaration is that 
human beings have rights, 
an idea rooted in Western 
thought 

ÅBioethics often draws from 
the culture of the West and 
regards it as the standard 
toward which all people 
should strive

Rosemont, 1999, Rules, 
Rituals & Responsibility

Rosemont, 1999. Rights-bearing individuals and role-bearing 

persons. In , Rules, Rituals, and Responsibility  (Open Court)



Positionality

ÅA broader point these analysis bring to light is 
that social, cultural and historical contexts 
shape our moral vision



II. A Broader View
Personhood in 3 cases



Personhood

ÅHaving a superlative moral 

status, meriting respect, non-

interference, and a right not 

to be killed or destroyed 


