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Source: Census and Statistical Department 
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Source: Census and Statistical Department 
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Population Size 

9 

• Growth rate of Hong Kong population moderating over time. 



Age Structure 

Actual Projected 

1991 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 

The proportion of the population 

aged 65+  
9% 11% 13% 19% 26% 30% 

The proportion of the population aged 
<15  

21% 17% 12% 11% 10% 9% 

The median age of the population 31.5 36.7 41.7 45.1 47.7 49.9 
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• Hong Kong population experiencing an accelerating ageing trend. 
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Domestic Households 

12 

• A continuous trend towards smaller households leading to the number 
of domestic households increasing at a faster rate than the population. 



Babies vs Pets 





Birth Rate and Total Fertility Rate 
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 Total Fertility rates  
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Age Specific Fertility Rates 

Source: Demographic Statistics Section, Census and Statistics Department 



Tempo effect vs. Quantum effect 

• Tempo effect versus 
Quantum effect 

 

• Not tempo. But real 
Quantum effect. 

 

• Speed (速度) and 
magnitude (力度) of the 
reduction of the fertility 
rate 



Birth and Fertility 

Main factors for the decreasing fertility trend 1981 1991 2001 2011 

(a) Marriage postponement 

       - Proportion of aged 25-29 married women 69% 54% 39% 27% 

       - Median age at first marriage for women 23.9 26.2 27.5 28.9 

(b) Increased prevalence of spinsterhood 

       - Proportion of aged 45-49 never married 
women 

2% 4% 8% 14% 

(c) Postponement of low-order live births 

       - Proportion of first order live births within 3 
years                 
             after marriage 

90% 70% 60% 70% 

(d) Curtailment of high-order live births 

       - Proportion of third and higher order live 
births 

23% 16% 10% 9% 

(e) Increased divorce 

rates 
       - Crude divorce rate (per 1 000 population) 0.40 1.11 2.00 2.77 

19 

• Various factors contributing to the decreasing fertility trend. 
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Labour Force 
• A continuous downward trend in the overall labour force participation rate 

owing to the ageing effect. 

Notes: Excluding foreign domestic helpers. 

Figures for 2011 and before are based on population censuses/by-censuses, figures after 2011 are 

based on the Labour Force Projections for 2012 to 2041. 



• The baby boomer generation will retire in the years ahead.  
From 2018 onward, our labour force will decline, as retirees 
leaving the job market outnumber young people starting work 

  

21 

 Shrinking Labour Force 
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First Marriages and Remarriages 

Year 

Thousands 

 

 

First marriage 

Remarriage 

Source: Demographic Statistics Section, Census and Statistics Department 



出生時平均預期壽命 

Expectation of Life at Birth 

出生時平均預期壽命 (年)  Expectation of life at birth (years) 
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男性 Male 

年  
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Demographic Window 
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 Socio-economic Characteristics 

1991 2001 2011 

The number (proportion) of non-Chinese     

    ethnicity in Hong Kong population 

  

 

343 950 

(5.1%) 

451 183 

(6.4%) 

The median monthly household income $9,964 $18,710 $20,500 

The median monthly household income for  
    economically active households 

$10,000 $21,100 $24,810 

The number (proportion) of domestic 
households  
    living in their own premises 

673 067 

(42.6%) 

1 042 605 

(50.8%) 

1 233 595 

(52.1%) 

 

The proportion of owner-occupier 

household heads ages less than 40 

 

43% 29% 19.6% 
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Note: The data topic of ethnicity was not included in the 1991 Population 
Census. 



Health disparities by premature  mortality 







 

30 

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

R
a
te

 r
a
ti

o
s

 o
f 

s
u

ic
id

e
 

Quintile 1 Quintile 2 Quintile 3 Quintile 4 Quintile 5



 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Issues  
 

 

• Maintaining a population of  high quality which 
can maintain sustainable development   

 

• Empowering our human capital through education 
and skill training 

 

• Promoting physical and mental wellbeing  

 

 
  



 Life expectancy:  

Source: Hong Kong Life Table – female, 1971, 2006, 2036 
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Life expectancy (LE) of HK 
population 

Actual Projected 

Year 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 

LE at birth 

Male 76.7 78.4 79.4 80.3 81.4 82.3 82.9 83.5 84.0 84.4 

Female 82.7 84.6 85.5 86.7 87.6 88.5 89.2 89.9 90.3 90.8 

LE at age 65 

Male 16.6 17.7 18.2 18.9 19.7 20.4 20.8 21.3 21.7 22.0 

Female 20.6 22.1 22.9 23.9 24.6 25.3 25.9 26.4 26.8 27.2 

Source: Census and Statistical Department 



Age structure (1996-2041) 
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Year 

Population Aged 0-14 Aged 15-64 Aged 65+

Actual Projected 

Source: Census and Statistical Department 



 警告 

 



Even the prevalence rate 

remains the same (if not 

increasing) but the demand 

will still  increase simply due 

to ageing. 

We have a double hit! 

 Health Care and social services  



 2. Enhancing and empowerment of our 
Human Capital  

 

• Extension of retirement age 

•  qualifications but the skills needed 
for  our community 

•   

 

   



0

0.25

0.5

0.75

1

1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041

TDR(65 yr)

TDR(60 yr)

 65 year (1979 - 2025) 

60 歲(1995 - 2016) 

 Demographic Window:  

period fall between  the ration of 2:1 of the person aged 15-64 to less 

than 15 and over 64 

C&SD（2013) 



3. Providing skills training and productivity 

enhancement 

  

Yip, P.S.F. et. al (2011). "Understanding our Young Generation Report” Consultancy Report commissioned by Central 
Policy Unit HKSAR Government 

For Presentation Only, DO NO DUPLICATE 





 Social and economic mobility  of  

our young people  

• http://www.businessinsider.com/heres-why-economic-mobility-hasnt-increased-2014-1 

Are youths in HK 
facing the same 
situation? Or at least 
feel they are in same 
situation? 



3. Migration  

• Selective and meet the need of the local  

development 

• The local need and feeling need to be addressed 

sufficiently 

• A gradual development with the objective to 

develop an harmonious society  

• DEVELOPMENT is NOT 100% Equvialent to GROWTH. 



 No migration 



4. Family friendly 
working environment 

Individual choice   

versus  

Community response 
 

If the children will become the work force of the next 

generation in the community, any effort to assist 

the existing family should not be seen as 

discriminatory since they are “contributing” to the 
betterment of the community. 



 Social Capital 

 Govt led 

 
Commu

nity 
support

ed 

NGOs  

involved  

版權屬香港大學香港賽馬會防止自殺研究中心所有 © 2014 
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 Japan Fuzika 
oActive ageing,  

o Regular  body check up 

oGreen tea and spa. 

 

版權屬香港大學香港賽馬會防止自殺研究中心所有 © 2014 
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 Community based participation and involvement  



What does this mean? 
 這是什么意思? 



 Does it help? 
那又怎樣? 
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A Public Health Approach   
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• Analogy of a clock: 
second  arm:  
(politics) 

• Minute arm 
(economic) 

• Hour arm 
(Population) 

 

• Thank you ! 


