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Outline  

Why does the body matter? 

 Examples 

 Extrinsic/Intrinsic 

 

The Body Bazaar 

 

The Branded Body 

 

Solutions? 

 



Cornelius Troost, Willem Roell‟s anatomy lesson. 1728.  
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam 

Silent Mentors – Body as Teacher 



Body as Research Tool 



Body as Entertainment 

 Art/Entertainment 

 Bodyworlds 

 OK, with consent? 



Extrinsic/Intrinsic 

• Body as Resource 

 

• Embodiment of person 



The Body as Resource 



Assault on the Person 

„they were devastated to hear that their  
daughter’s tongue had been retained and father  

protested silently outside Alder Hey…They  
describe the hospital as having stolen their  

daughter’s body, which was ‘white as driven 
snow.  

It was reduced to skin and bone by predators and  
it must never happen again.’ 

 
                                                        Retained Organs Controversy 



Conceptual Background 

• Dualism – Cartesian Legacy 

• Rationalism in Ethics 

• Embodiment 



Example 1 – Body Bazaar 

The business of human bodies is a growing part of the $17 billion 

biotechnology industry comprising more than thirteen hundred 

biotechnology firms. Those companies extract, analyze, and 

transform tissue into products with enormous potential for future 

economic gain. Their demands for skin, blood, placenta, gametes, 

biopsied tissue, and other sources of genetic material are expanding. 

 

 

    Andrews & Nelkin, (2001), pg. 2 



Implications 

• Bio-piracy 

• Commodification 

• Biocommons? 



Example 2 – Body as Brand 

 



Implications 

• The Perfect Body 

• The Body Despised 

• The Ageless Body 



 
 

 

The Perfect Body 
The Makeover of Susan Boyle 



The Body Despised 



The Ageless (Ethereal) Body 

Virgin and Child, Adolphe-William 

Bouguereau, 1888  

Madonna with the Sleeping Child, 

Andrea Mantegna, 1465-1470  



Conceptual Background 

• Image and Reality 

• Competitive Advantage 

• Denial of Death 



Living with Mortality 

 

How exquisite and how perfect is the living 

flower which knows both birth and dying; 

While the plastic flower which lasts a thousand 

years is ever brutal in its changelessness. 

 

(Shannon 1975) 



Solutions 

• Tougher Legislation/Regulation 

• Shared Human Resources – reject the market! 

• Celebrate Difference 



Celebrating Difference 

• Uniqueness and Diversity 

  

 

 

 

 

• Welcoming the “Stranger” 



Thank You 


