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Abstract: 
 
How should adult children respond to the problem of long-term caregiving? Do filial 
obligations impose strong demands on adult children, so that they have to bear 
sacrifices indefinitely? Or will the demands of filial obligations allow ample room for 
adult children to live their own lives? Will they even permit adult children to stop 
assisting their parents after they have made a moderate amount of sacrifices? In this 
presentation, I will discuss these questions with reference to Scanlon’s doctrines of 
contractualism. On Scanlon’s view, an agent has to justify his actions to those who are 
affected by them. An action is wrong if its performance would be disallowed by any set 
of moral principles for the general regulation of behavior that no one could reasonably 
reject. And whether a moral principle is rejectable depends on a number of factors, 
including the agent’s and the recipient’s level of well-being, their entitlement to the 
resources in question, fairness of the procedure, etc. In short, I will argue that 
according to contractualism, adult children will have a stringent obligation to provide 
care to their aging parents. 
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