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Abstract 
How should health care systems prepare to care for growing numbers and proportions 

of older people? Older people generally suffer worse health than younger people do. 

Should societies take steps to reduce age-based health inequalities? Some express 

concern that doing so would increase age-based inequalities in health care. This paper 

addresses this debate by (1) considering two competing conceptions of age group 

justice, luck egalitarianism and social relational egalitarianism, and arguing that each 

provides a necessary, but not a sufficient, condition for age group justice; (2) putting 

forth a third condition that offers a more complete account; and (3) arguing that these 

principles apply not to whole lives or to each moment or “time slice,” but to each stage 

of persons’ lives. Throughout the paper, I draw out the implications of this analysis for 

health care systems reform. 
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